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however well and sympathetically it might be managed,
and he insisted that " we must surely retain, as the
foundation of our power, a sufficient body of English
troops to enable us to meet at once the possible defection
of our Native Army/'1 In the same letter he outlines
his " own idea of the proper reorganization of the
Native Indian Army " :

" . . . Abolish all native artillery. Form your regts.
of cavalry and infantry on the Irregular Model.
Give them few European officers, but select those most
carefully. Make the command of a native corps a prize
in the Service.

Let your native officers be real officers, and not, as I
take it has been hitherto the case, a kind of bastard
sergeant.

Let every European officer be first posted to an
European regt, and do not let him be appointed to
a native regt. until he has shown that he possesses
qualifications for command.

Keep up the zeal of your officers by a system of
promotion by merit and by strict inspection, but give
them very large discretion, and allow few, if any, appeals
from their authority. ..."

Thus were the foundations securely and wisely laid
for the great task of Indian statesmanship which
Goderich was destined to perform twenty years later.

* Letter, July 13,1858.